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This institution is an equal opportunity  
provider, and employer 

 

Meet  &  Welcome    

Myranda Fuller              

(Our newest Business -   

River Valley Groom &   

Spa 



Want to start a business? Or expand a business? 

Morton welcomes you! 

For assistance with financing, business plans, 

available lots, building and zoning criteria 

Call Shirley at 507-697-6912 

We will work with you to build and develop your business in    
Morton! 

Attention Veterans! 

Lee Stock of  

Renville County Veterans’  Services will be 
at Morton City Hall  

Tuesday, May 10th 

to assist you with any of your veteran    
service needs. 

Ruby's Pantry Food Distribution 

The 3rd Tuesday of the month 

at the National Guard Armory in Red-
wood Falls 

Registration begins at 4:00 

Distribution runs from 4:30-6:00 

a $20 cash donation gets you a share 

bring 2 laundry baskets for your food 

contact rubysredwoodfalls@gmail.com 
for information especially those who 

want to volunteer. 



 Council Meetings 

Next  Regular City Council     
Meeting 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

starting at  6:30 p.m. 

Newsletter/Local Access 

 Information 

If you have items you wish to 
have in the newsletter or posted 

on the access channel, please 
drop them off at city hall and we 

will be happy to include them! 
St. John’s Catholic 

Mass at 8:00 a.m. Sundays 

Zion Lutheran 

9:00 a.m. Sundays 

Bible Study & Sunday school following   
services  

Church Service Schedule 

CHURCH SERVICES ARE AIRED ON   
MEDIACOM CUSTOMERS’            

CHANNEL 8 

CHECK THE CHANNEL FOR DAYS AND 
TIMES 

CENTRAL COMMUNITY TRANSIT 
The Central Community Transit serves all 

of Renville County  

Monday – Friday and all your Transporta-
tion needs. 

For more information call:  

Central Community Transit at: 
320-523-3589 or 1-800-450-7964 

The official newspaper for the City 
of Morton is the Renville County 
Register.  All notices and publica-

tions as required by law are printed 
in that paper and as an additional 

means of providing public informa-
tion, such notices will be printed in 
this newsletter when possible.  All 

other publications and postings are 
done as a courtesy and means of 
informing residents of activities. 

Women, Infant & Children  

Nutrition Program (WIC) 

WIC is in Morton on the 3rd 
Wednesday every 4 months  

from 9:30am-11am at City Hall.   

Next visit will be   

July 20, 2016 

Call 1-800-942-4030                                        
for Information & Details 

WIC provides nutrition tips and advice, 
support for breastfeeding, healthy foods 
such as milk, cheese, juice, cereals and 
infant formula, caring and supportive 

staff. 

You may qualify if you are pregnant,   
nursing or have a child under age 5.  

BONE BUILDERS 
Our group is continuing to meet 

on Wednesday & Friday at 9:30 am 
at the Senior Center. Everyone has 
a great time, sharing news, joking 

& laughing.  Be sure to listen 
to KLGR for cancellations and 

changes 

If you are doing home projects and improvements, please 
check with city hall to be sure you are complying with local  

requirements. 

CIVIL DEFENSE  

SIREN TESTING 

Civil Defense sirens are 
tested each month 

on the first Wednesday at  

1:00 p.m. 

Blood Drive 

Tuesday, April 19 

1:00-7:00 pm 

St. John’s Catholic Church, Social Hall 

Open to the Public 

To schedule an appointment: 

Call 1-800-RED CROSS  

www.redcrossblood.org 



According to the United States Census Bureau, there are 19.3 million military veterans as of 2014 — many 
struggling to transition back to civilian life after having fought overseas, suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) or physical injuries. While some people have expressed their gratitude to these brave men 
and women directly, others are unsure of how to extend their thanks. 

The Greenlight A Vet initiative, which is sponsored by Wal-Mart, provides a simple answer. By switching a 
single visible light in your home (such as your porch light or in a street-facing window) to a green bulb, you 
show your support and appreciation for their service. The color green was specifically chosen for its positive 
associations with health and prosperity; the Greenlight A Vet website notes, “ 'Greenlight' is also a term 
commonly used to activate forward movement. The simple action of changing one light to green is in-
tended to spark a national conversation regarding the recognition of veterans, and 'greenlight' them for-
ward as valued members of our communities." 

GreenlightAVet movement shows support for U.S. veterans 



 

 

 

UPCOMING CURBSIDE RECYCLING  DATES: 

April 19, May 3, 17 
Have your container at the location of your garbage pick up by 6:00 a.m. 



YEAR –AROUND RECYCLE 
HANDHELD ELECTRONICS, 

 EXTENSION CORDS AND 
STRING LIGHTS 

DROP OFF AT  CITY HALL 

GARBAGE DAY  IS  
EACH TUESDAY MORNING 
PLEASE HAVE CONTAINERS AT 

THE CURB NO LATER THAN  

 7:00 A.M.  
AND ALLOW FOR ADEQUATE 
ROOM FOR THE ARM OF THE 
TRUCK TO ATTACH TO YOUR 
CONTAINER..  ALL GARBAGE 

MUST IN THE CONTAINER AND 
THE  CONTAINER MUST BE        

ACCESSIBLE. 

Notice! 

Options for clean up days are made 
available to residents for the primary 

purpose of providing opportunities for 
residents to improve the appearance of 

their property in the most affordable 
and convenient methods.  Once the 
city sponsored clean up days have 

passed, the Renville County Sheriff’s 
Office will assist with enforcement of 
the nuisance ordinance and will pro-

ceed with citations if necessary 

>>>>>> 

Another 
option 
for clean 
up, spon-
sored by 
Red-
wood-
Renville 
County 
Solid-
Waste 

>>>>>>> 

 



“The Oldest Story in North America” 

220 West Second Street – P.O. Box 127 – Morton, MN  56270-0127   Phone:  (507) 697-6912    Fax:  (507) 697-6118 
E-Mail:  mortoncityhall@mchsi.com 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer                               TDD/TTY: 651-602-7830 

The following are the NOTES from the most recent council meeting (March 9th).   

These NOTES have not been approved by the council as of this publication.  Any changes will be noted in 
the next newsletter. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE March 9, 2019 Notes:   NONE 

APRIL 13, 2016: 
 Regular meeting called to order in open session at 6:30 p.m.  Members absent:  Sarah Hogy.  Others pre-
sent:  Bob Baune, Paul Neudecker, Chuck Steffl, Mike Rasmussen, Randy Mertz, Doug Bruns, Ted Suss, Loran Kaar-
dal and Sarah Madsen. 
 Council received resignation from Sarah Hogy. 
 ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  7D.  Schedule Joint EDA/Council Meeting 11C(a) Vick Construction Cost 
Estimate 11C(b) Catch basin grate replacement 13C. Sarah Hogy resignation 
 CITIZEN ISSUES/PRESENTERS:   
 PUBLIC HEARING – ABATEMENT REQUEST.  As scheduled, advertised and posted public hearing began at 
6:30 p.m. to consider a request by Chuck Steffl to remove parcel #510 and #1695 from the TIF District, to consider 
abatement of the city portion of the taxes on the new proposed development and to approve a building permit for 
the construction of a salt storage facility.  Chuck Steffl was present to provide information on the plans for develop-
ment with plans estimated to cost approximately $150,000.  Review and discussion on access to the property.   
Motion by Jacobson to pass Resolution #01-2016 removing parcel #510 and #1695 from the Tax Increment Fi-
nancing District.  Second by Walker.  Motion carried. 
 Motion by Balsley and second by Walker to pass Resolution #02-2016 approving abatement of the city por-
tion of taxes on the new development for parcel #510 and #1695.  Motion carried. 
 Motion by Jacobson and second by Balsley to approve a permit application for Step Saver (Chuck Steffl) to 
construction of a salt storage facility.  Motion carried. 
 BOB BAUNE – USE OF SOUTH MAIN STREET:  Bob Baune present to request reconsideration of the deci-
sion made at the last meeting regarding use of South Main Street for truck traffic.  Bob explained that the trucks 
being driven on the street will be for the purpose of doing minor repairs on them in his garage and will most often 
be empty.  The road was recently made into a gravel street so there is no issue of damaging the street surface with 
the traffic   He explained that he would abide by road postings during the spring of the year.  He also explained 
that he is considering building a large garage to house some of his vehicles in the near future but cannot move 
forward with building if he can’t drive his trucks on the street.  Motion by Balsley and second by Jacobson to re-
scind the motion of March 9 (denying the request to deviate from the truck route policy) and allow truck use on 
South Main Street as discussed.  Motion carried. 
 CANOE LANDING PROJECT-LORAN KAARDAL/TED SUSS.  Loran and Ted present to give updates and 
plans for the canoe landing that is currently under construction.  Loran requested permission to place a marker on 
the site recognizing Charles Eastman.  The marker would be similar to the one at the Redwood Ferry and would 
be added at no cost to the city.  Concern was expressed about naming the access after an individual because of 
controversy it may cause or hard feelings.  Jacobson added that he didn’t feel this would be an issue and ex-
plained reasoning for his thoughts.  Motion by Jacobson to authorize installation of a sign honoring Charles East-
man at the site of the canoe landing, provided it is done at no cost to the city.  Second by Walker.  Motion carried. 
 The dedication of the canoe landing is scheduled for September 10.  Council was invited to attend. 
 ANNUAL BOARD OF APPEALS AND EQUALIZATION 7-7:30 P.M.  As scheduled and advertises the Annual 
Board of Appeals and Equalization hearing was scheduled to take place at this time.  Randy Mertz and Doug Bruns 
present from the Renville County Assessor’s Office.  Doug Bruns has replaced Barb Trochlil who retired.  A list of 
the sales during the past year was presented for council review.  There being no one present with issues and con-
cerns regarding valuations at this time, the council continued with agenda items, with the hearing remaining 
open. 
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CANOE LANDING PROJECT CONTINUED:  Update by Ted Suss on the progress of the con-
struction.  He reviewed what progress has been made and the work to be completed yet.  The 
project is being done in steps so that we can be assured that funds are available for each step.   
 LEASE RENEWAL:  The lease is due to be renewed on the city office building.  While 
council is not fond of the idea of leasing space, no one had a solution or another option to 
consider at this time and the space is working out well for us.  Motion by Balsley and second 
by Jacobson to renew the office space lease for one year at the same rate of $650/month.  
Motion carried. 
 SARAH MADSEN-CONDITIONAL USE HEARING (TABLED).  Due to conflict of interest, 
Tom Jacobson excused himself from this portion of the meeting. The city council received a 
permit application from Sarah Madsen for consideration at the January 13 meeting.  The per-
mit was for a home addition for the operation of a salon out of her home.  Council action re-
quired:  (1) act on the request for conditional use (2) consider the permit application which 
has been revised at this time for a home addition for increased living area.  Sarah asked that 
the council consider holding off on the conditional use request due to the vacancy on the 
council.  She asked that the council consider the permit application for a home addition.  Both 
council actions are on the table to be addressed.  Mayor Mammen asked for a decision on the 
conditional use permit for operation of a salon in a residential area.  Motion by Balsley and 
second by Walker to deny the conditional use permit as presented by Sarah Madsen for opera-
tion of a salon in a residential area.  Motion carried. 
 Building permit application for a home addition:  Discussion on setbacks.  Discussion 
on size of the lot owned by Sarah, the size of the existing structures and the size of the addi-
tion.  A variance on the setback would be required on side along 4th Street.  It was pointed out 
that 4th Street is platted as a 66’ street.  Concern about the proposed addition being extended 
too far into the street right of way.   
 Sarah asked that due to the stress these requests are causing, she would like to with-
draw her application at this time.  Motion by Walker and second by Balsley to accept the with-
drawal of the permit application as requested.  Motion carried. 
 The Board of Appeals and Equalization Hearing was declared closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 Tom Jacobson came back into the meeting at 7:50 p.m. and Balsley left at this time. 
 KEVIN & SUE HELGET PROPERTY ACCESS:  Review of the property purchased by Hel-
gets and their plans for access to their property.  No additional information was available and 
no one was present with any input at this time. 
 COUNTY COMMISSIONER REPORT:  None 
 SECRETARY’S REPORT:   Motion by Walker and second by Jacobson to approve the sec-
retary’s report as presented.  Motion carried. 
 TREASURER’S REPORT:  Motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to approve the 
monthly statement, year-to-date statement and fund balance statements as presented.  Mo-
tion carried. 
 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: 
 GRANT FINDER RESOURCE: A proposal was presented for purchase of a grant finder 
resource that would identify grants that may be available for council consideration.  The cost 
of the package is $2995.  These fees could be recovered as part of the grant application proc-
ess.  Motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to approve the purchase of the grant finder 
package at a cost of $2995.  Motion carried. 
 MORTON PUB REFINANCING UPDATE:  The owner is no longer pursuing refinancing 
at this time. 
 RED SLED UPDATE:  Good News!  Originally there was advertising of a store closing 
sale.  Since then, plans have changed and the business will remain open. 
 EDA/COUNCIL MEETING:  Council agreed to schedule a special meeting (joint session 
with EDA) for Tuesday, April 19 at 6:30 p.m. to consider a business loan application. 
 COMMUNITY PRIDE: 
 CLEAN UP OPPORTUNITIES:  Appliance pick up-April 21, General Clean Up Day = April 
23.  There are other options for clean up where residents can take items to the recycling cen-
ter at a reduced cost.  Information will be included in the newsletter and is available at city 
hall. 
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SPRING GARDEN PARTY:  April 16.  Events scheduled are posted and will be in the newsletter. 
 SUPPORT TO KIDS: 
 EXPLORE PROGRAM REGISTRATION:  Registrations are being accepted.   
 PROVIDING MUNICIPAL SERVICES: 
 WATER/SEWER: With a change in the rates, we will be looking at use and revenue at mid year to de-
termine if any changes need to be made. 
 SANITATION:  None. 
 STREETS:   
  Vick Construction Estimate:  Estimate of $1020 was received for repair of the exterior of the city 
shop.  Motion by Walker and second by Jacobson to approve repair of the city shop per estimate and to in-
clude repair of the back wall from damage that occurred several years ago.  Motion carried. 
  Catch Basin Grates:  We have several that are in need of replacement.  Cost estimates will be 
available at the next meeting. 
 PARK & RECREATION:   
  Cost estimates for playground:  Cost estimates for playground equipment replacement and 
wood fiber base were presented to be ADA compliant.  Due to costs that are not currently included in the 
budget, motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to table consideration of playground improvements until 
budget time.  Motion carried.  The tiny tot swing will be replaced until council approves replacement. 
 PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 POLICE: 
  Summary Report:  Review of the report received and the increase in activity in town during a 
one week period.   
  Animal Impound Agreement:  Motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to approve the Ani-
mal Impound Agreement with Redwood Animal Shelter as presented.  Motion carried. 
  City of Franklin request:  The City of Franklin has asked the council to consider working jointly 
for law enforcement (shared officer).  Visitors present and council agreed that we have an excellent arrange-
ment at this time and have no intention or plan of doing anything different.  Motion by Jacobson and second 
by Walker to deny the request by Franklin to consider sharing a police department between the two commu-
nities.  Motion carried. 
 FIRE: 
  Mutual Aid Agreement: Motion by Walker and second by Jacobson to approve the mutual aid 
agreement for the fire department with the other cities in Renville County.  Motion carried. 
  Tom Jacobson thanked the Fire Department for their participation in the benefit that was held 
for him the past weekend. 
 MANAGEMENT: 
  Approve Election Judges:  Motion by Walker and second by Jacobson to approve election 
judges for the upcoming primary and general elections.  Motion carried.   
  GovPayNet:  Proposal presented for the ability to pay city fees with a debit or credit card.  Mo-
tion by Walker and second by Jacobson to approve the proposal as presented.  Motion carried.   
  Sarah Hogy Resignation:  Motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to accept the resignation 
of Council Member Sarah Hogy, effective immediately.  Motion carried. 
 PAY BILLS:  Motion by Jacobson and second by Walker to pay bills as presented.  Motion carried. 
 ADJOURN:  There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  



Morton Apple Gourd Community Garden 

growing food,   growing families,   growing friendships  

Planning Meeting! 

Thursday, May 5~6:30 p.m. 

Morton City Office Building 
Learn more about the plans underway, offer input to help with the continued suc-

cess of this project, make suggestions of items to plant and determine a schedule for 
moving forward. 

We look forward to another successful season with YOU! 

MORTON LIONS’ CLUB  

MEETING 

3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

6:00 P.M. at The MORTON PUB 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS  

MEETS AT 

MORTON CITY HALL  

EACH MONDAY EVENING, BEGINNING AT  

7:00 P.M. 

Morton Chamber Meeting Schedule/Location 

May 10:  Mama’s Massage/River Valley Groom & Spa 

June 14:  River Valley Arms & Ammo 

July 12:  Altimate Medical 

August 9:  The Hairstop 

September 13:  Step Saver 

October 11:  Morton BP 

November ?: Harvestland Co-op 

December 13:  Morton Pub 

Start Time 

7:30 a.m. 



Don’t be Fooled; IRS Scams Continue to Pose Serious Threat 

The Internal Revenue Service has some advice for taxpayers that  may prevent them from being the victim of a tax 
scam: Don’t be fooled by scammers. Stay safe and be informed. Here are some of the most recent IRS-related 
scams to be on the lookout for: 

Telephone Scams. Aggressive and threatening phone calls by criminals impersonating IRS agents remain an on-
going threat. The IRS has seen a surge of these phone scams in recent years as scam artists threaten taxpayers 
with police arrest, deportation, license revocation and more. These con artists often demand payment of back 
taxes on a prepaid debit card or by immediate wire transfer. Be alert to con artists impersonating IRS agents and 
demanding payment. 

Note that the IRS will never: 

• Call to demand immediate payment over the phone or call about taxes owed without first having mailed you 
a bill. 

• Threaten to immediately bring in local police or other law enforcement groups to have you arrested for not 
paying. 

• Demand that you pay taxes without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say 
you owe. 

• Require you to use a specific payment method for your taxes, such as a prepaid debit card. 

• Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone or threaten to bring in local police or other law enforce-
ment groups to have you arrested for not paying. 

Scammers Change Tactics. The IRS is receiving new reports of scammers calling under the guise of verifying tax 
return information over the phone. The latest variation on this scam uses the current tax filing season as a hook. 
Scam artists call saying they are from the IRS and have received your tax return, and they just need to verify a few 
details to process it. The scam tries to get you to give up personal information such as a Social Security number or 
personal financial information, such as bank numbers or credit cards. 

Tax Refund Scam Artists Posing as TAP. In this new email scam targeting taxpayers, people are receiving emails 
that appear to come from the Taxpayer Advocacy Panel, a volunteer board that advises the IRS on issues affecting 
taxpayers. They try to trick you into providing personal and financial information. Do not respond or click the links 
in these emails. If you receive an email that appears to be from TAP regarding your personal tax information, for-
ward it to phishing@irs.gov. 

E-mail, Phishing and Malware Schemes. The IRS has seen an approximate 400 percent surge in phishing and mal-
ware incidents so far in the 2016 tax season. The emails are designed to trick taxpayers into thinking these are 
official communications from the IRS or others in the tax industry, including tax software companies. The phishing 
schemes can ask taxpayers about a wide range of topics. Emails can seek information related to refunds, filing 
status, confirming personal information, ordering transcripts and verifying PIN information. Variations of these 
scams can be seen via text messages, and the communications are being reported in every section of the country. 
When people click on these email links, they are taken to sites designed to imitate an official-looking website, such 
as IRS.gov. The sites ask for Social Security numbers and other personal information, which could be used to help 
file false tax returns. The sites also may carry malware, which can infect your computer and allow criminals to ac-
cess your files or track your keystrokes to gain information. 

If you get a ‘phishing’ email, the IRS offers this advice: 

• Don’t reply to the message. 

• Don’t give out your personal or financial information. 

Forward the email to phishing@irs.gov. Then delete it. 

• Don’t open any attachments or click on any links. They may have malicious code that will infect your com-
puter. 

More information on how to report phishing or phone scams is available on IRS.gov. 



RENVILLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

In the upcoming weeks, the Renville County Sheriff's Office will be compiling a list of properties 
that need to be up to date with the City Ordinances. Once the list has been complied, the Renville 
County Sheriff's Office will send a letter advising the homeowner of what needs to be fixed and by 
what date. If the issue isn't corrected, a city ordinance citation will then be given. 
 
If you receive a city ordinance citation, you have 14 days to pay the fine to the City. The fine is up 
to $50 per violation. If it is not paid within the 14 days, the citation will be sent to the City Attorney 
to be filed through the Renville County Courthouse. The fine amount will then increase due to law 
library fees, etc. 
 
This is something we do every year. We want to assist the City in keeping the community clean and 
safe. It is also important to stay on top of ordinances. 
 
On April 21, 2016, the City of Morton will be having the appliance pick up day. Then on April 23, 
2016, the City of Morton will be having the city clean up day (no appliances will be picked up this 
day). 
 
The main nuisances we deal with every year are unlicensed vehicles and scrap piles. All vehicles 
must be operable and have current registration. Also, no more than four vehicles may be parked or 
stored anywhere outside on a residential property. This does not include occasional guests. 
 
All trailers, campers, fish houses, etc., must have current registration. If your trailer has a license 
plate, the registration expired in the month of February. Make sure to get the new tabs and put 
them on the trailer. 
 
If you have questions about the City Ordinances, you can visit the City of Morton website at 
www.mortonmn.com<http://www.mortonmn.com/> or stop by the City Office to receive a copy of 
an ordinance. 
 
Thank you for everything you do in helping keep the community beautiful! 
 
 
Deputy Karla Koplin 
Renville County Sheriff's Office 
105 South 5th Street, Suite 210 
Olivia, MN 56277 
PHONE: 320-523-3776  FAX: 320-523-3789 
Email: karla_k@co.renville.mn.us<mailto:karla_k@co.renville.mn.us> 
Website: www.co.renville.mn.us<http://www.co.renville.mn.us> 



LOCAL DIRECTORY 

WORK IN PROGRESS… 

PLEASE CONTACT 
MORTON CITY HALL 
TO MAKE CHANGES 

OR FOR 
ADDITIONS 

This directory will re-
place the individual busi-
ness cards that had previ-

ously been displayed     
throughout the newsletter 

Business Contact Person Phone #: 
Affiliated Medical Center  637-2985 
Afforable Dirt Works Mike Rassmussen 507-829-6774 
Altimate Medical Todd Tholkes 507-697-6393 
Amber's Day Care Amber Schottenbauer  320-221-6663 
Avon (Kelly Robinson)  430-2445 
Bankers' Life Insurance Stacey Kodet 430-3628 
Barclay Computer Repair & Web Design Jake Barclay 507-530-5701 
Birch Coulee Arena Tim Hennen 697-6167 
Birch Coulee Direct Jim Simmons 637-8000 
Blossom Town Becky Kuglin 507-637-2943 
Blue Ribbon Service LLC Tony Mages 507-430-1947 
Morton Business Plaza Mark Schmitt 612-940-3060 
Centennial Mini Storage Wes Ovre 507-627-6282 
Central Community Transit(former Heartland 
Bus)  

1-800-450-
7964 

Cold Springs Granite Company Steve Knopp 320-685-5133 
Creative Memories Margaret Keller 507-697-6320 
Dakotah Ridge Golf Course  697-8050 
Dakotah Wicohan - School  507-697-6272 
Dehncke Planning Jo Ann Dehncke 507-697-6261 
Doug's Lawn & Landscape  637-5653 
Everstrong Construction - RWF Mike U'Ren 507-644-3616 
Farmer's Union Insurance Joel Harmoning 507-557-7000 
First Street Apartments Debbie Gresch 697-9077 
Franklin State Bank  Scott Nissen 507-557-2233 
Franklin Wellness Center Connie Lund 507-430-2191 
Gallery, John - Misc. John Gallery 507-697-6988 
G & R Tiling & Bathroom Remodeling Ryan Becklund 507-430-0148 
Green Lighthouse Photography Bryan/Bonnie Green 507-430-9742 
Guidepoint Pharmacy  637-3549 
Hairstop of Morton JoAnn Jacobson 507-697-6306 
Hall's Heating & Cooling John Hall 507-828-2561 
Harvestland  507-697-6113 
Hometown Bank  507-637-1000 
Jackpot Junction  507-697-8000 
John Goelz - Auctioneer John Goelz 507-557-8394 
Lower Sioux Community  507-697-6185 
Lower Sious Health Care Center Darin Prescott 507-697-8600 
Mama's Massage Anita Tatge 507-640-0497 
McGowan Lawn Service/Snow Rem. Dennis McGowan 507-829-4328 
Mediacom  637-7095 
Minnesota Prairie Line    
Minnesota Valley History Learning Center Ann Vote 697-6119 
Minnesota Valley Telephone Co.  507-557-2275 
MinnWest Bank  507-637-5731 
Morton City Hall Shirley Dove 507-697-6912 
Morton Mini Storage Paul Neudecker 507-697-6349 
Morton BP (America's Best Value Inn) Rakesh 507-697-6205 
Morton Post Office Barb Hennen 507-697-6488 
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Morton Pub & Eatery Brandon Koerner 697-2004 
Morton Senior Center Joan Brown 697-6112 
Nelson-Hillestad Funeral Service  637-8359 
Northstar Plumbing & Heating Mark Morlock 507-697-6405 
Olson Flooring Bryce Olson 507-829-2635 
Palmyra Farmer's Mutual Ins. Co.  507-557-2221 
Prescott Construction Greg Prescott 430-3650 
Prescott Sanitation   

Rebstock Agency  Dick Rebstock 507-644-8600 
Red Door Kennel Sandy Nestande 507-430-1319 
Redpoll-Upholstery Fabricators Michael Bentson 507-697-9013 
Redwood Area Animal Shelter  507-644-3853 
Redwood Area TV Improvement Corp. Rich  697-6489 
Rehschuh's Handblown Glass  651-280-8490 
Redwood/Renville Regional Solid Waste Au-
thority  637-1800 
Redwood Falls Golf Club  627-8901 
Redwood Falls Nursery  637-8615 
Redwood Gazette  637-2929 
Redwood Valley Technical Solutions  Sarah Kuglin  
Renville County Historical Society Nicole Elzenga 507-697-6147 
Renville County Energy Assistance  320-523-5522 
Renville County HRA/EDA Susie Lang 320-523-3837 
Renville County Landfill  320-523-1144 
Renville County Sheriff's Office  Non emergency 320-523-1161 
Renville County Veterans' Service Officer Lee Stock 320-523-3763 
Renville County WIC Program  800-942-4030 

River Valley Arms & Ammo 
Steve Anderson/Heather Kof-
fler 507-829-2439 

River Valley Pet Lodge Miranda Fuller 763-587-1374 
Gordy & Sons  430-0650 
SMC  507-644-2185 
Schmidt Construction  644-5596 
Scott's Lawn Service Scott Warner 507-829-5220 
Snyder Drug  637-2911 
Spray Foam Solutions Dan Haase 507-430-9201 
State Farm Insurance Loran Kaardal 637-3595 
Step Saver Chuck Steffl 644-2185 
Stephens Funeral Service  637-5877 
St. John's Catholic Church Kris Tetrick 507-697-6120 
The Red Sled Becky Menk 697-6311 
Waste Management   507-929-3772 
Young Living Essential Oils Meghann Kodet 507-829-8647 

Business Contact Person Phone #: 
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Annie Tepfer, RAPAD Coalition Coordinator 

Renville Alliance for the Prevention of Alcohol and Drugs 

105  South 5th St. Suite 119H 

Olivia, MN 56277 

anniet@renvillecountymn.com 

Lower Sioux Health Care Center is proud to be the newest member of the 
Morton Area Chamber of Commerce!  We are open to the public for medical, 
retail optical and later this year…dental care needs.  We are located to the east 
of Jackpot Junction on the corner or county Hwy 2 and 24.  Turn onto Reservation Hwy 3 off of 
County Hwy 2 (the first left past the walking bridge) and follow the service road to the south parking 
lot. Currently, we accept Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Aetna and Comprehensive Care Systems insurances for 
medical appointments.  We are in the process of attaining credentialing for additional insurance pro-
vider plans and Medicare at this time.   
Optical Department 
Our optical department offers an array of eye glasses at affordable prices.  We work with an optical lab 
that’s been in business for over 20 years to fill prescription lenses.  Bring your current prescription to 
shop our frames.  Turn-around time is one-week for prescription lenses, but oftentimes less.  We carry 
some of the most popular brands including Vera Wang, Bobbi Brown, Harley Davidson, Liz Claiborne, 
Gucci, Revlon, Kate Spade, and more!  We also have an array of sun glasses, wider frames and children 
frames to select from. 

Hours:  9am – 5pm Monday thru Friday 
Call for information:  507-697-8930 

Medical Department 
Providers are staffed on a daily basis.  Appointments for family practice and primary care are available.   
Examples of services include physical examinations, chronic disease management, immunizations, well-
child checkups, skin problems, and more!   See our website at Lowersiouxhhs.org for more detailed in-
formation.  Providers of the Medical Department include:   

Greg McCallum, MD - Medical Director 
David Danielson, MD 
Tim Joyce, Family Nurse Practitioner 
Julie Kircher, Family Nurse Practitioner 
Shannon Slagter, Geriatric Nurse Practitioner 
Janet Marti, Family Nurse Practitioner 
Krystle Dillon, Family Nurse Practitioner  
Stacy Hammer, Registered Dietitian 

Hours:  8am to 5pm Monday thru Friday 
Call for appointments:  504-697-8600 



   I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended, donated money and worked at my bene-
fit.  A special thank you to Jim Retzlaff, Karae Erie, Gene & Mary Sorenson for all of their hard work.  
Also thank you to all of our friends from Big Sauk Resort who traveled here and worked in any way.  
Thanks to Al Lang for the music.  Also a special thank you to the following:  Shirley Dove, River Valley 
Arms & Ammo, Morton Fire Department, Morton Firemens’ Relief Association, Tersteeg’s Holiday Market, 
Morton Lions’ Club, Morton Pub, Morton Chamber, WalMart, McDonalds, R & J Processing, John & Sheila 
Robinson and all of the individuals and businesses who contributed to the success of the event.  I will never 
forget the generosity and kindness of this community. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Jacobson 

I want to give a big Thank You to Shirley at Morton City Hall, Tony & Tyler, and the rest of the Mor-
ton Fire Department who made the spaghetti and manned the bar.  They went above and beyond to 
help us get the benefit for Tom & JoAnn Jacobson off the ground.   

It was a privilege to work with all of you.  The event was very well attended and was a great tribute to 
the kind of people Tom & JoAnn are.  I know they are truly grateful for everything.  

 It's just too bad that the building couldn't have been handicap accessible, as I think more could have 
attended.   

 

Jim Retzlaff 

We would like to extend a sincere and heartfelt Thank You to all who participated in the recent benefit for 
Dick.  Thank you to the Morton Fire Department for organizing and hosting the Pancake Feed; we heard 
many compliments on the food! Thank you to the members of the Morton-Franklin Saddle Club for helping 
out in the kitchen. We appreciate that you all gave up your Sunday morning for us. Thank you to all who 
donated, visited, offered hugs and words of love and encouragement. Thank you to all who have offered 
prayers and good thoughts, rides to appointments, sent cards and letters throughout his recovery.  You are all 
so appreciated, and it humbles us to know so many care.  Everyone’s help and concern have been overwhelm-
ing, and you have truly made this journey easier to travel. 

Dick & Julie Sindelir 

PLANS 

ARE NOW 

UNDERWAY FOR THE JULY 4TH CELEBRATION! 

CONTACT CITY HALL TO LET US  

KNOW  HOW YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP! 



Spring is here! For many of us, that means spring 
cleaning-groan! Over the past year, my family has been 
tossing out toxic chemicals and moving towards a toxin
-free lifestyle. For years, I had been fooled by marketing 
ploys to make me think what I was buying to clean my 
home was safe. Green-washing is a deceptive market-
ing practice that uses words like "eco-friendly," "green 
certified," and "all-natural" along with pictures of leaves 
and other nature-type photos to make consumers be-
lieve their product is healthy. But many times, that 
couldn't be farther from the truth.  

Most people assume that the government oversees the 
multibillion dollar household cleaning products indus-
try, but the reality is that it is largely unregulated. Ac-
cording to the EPA, of the nearly 3 thousand top selling 
chemicals in the U.S., only 7% have a full set of basic 
toxicity information! Seven percent! For the most part, 
the EPA simply relies on voluntary testing agreements 

with major manufacturers. The European government has banned 1,222 times more chemicals than the 
U.S.! Under the Federal Hazardous Substances act, household cleaners are the only household product 
that manufacturers are NOT required to list all ingredients. The power of large companies’ well-funded 
government lobbying efforts have allowed them to avoid legislation, often hiding behind the principal of 
“trade secrets”. Check out www.ewg.org for a listing of the products you use in your home and their 
safety ratings.  

Fragrances are found in basically any scented home and body care products that do not use essential 
oils. “Fragrance” or “parfum” can mean any variety of hundreds of chemicals not required to be listed, all 
of which contribute to cancer and hormone imbalance, as well as are known to trigger asthma symptoms 
and headaches. Parabens (such as "methylparaben") mimic estrogen, contributing to hormone imbalance, 
and are found in many "natural" body care products. Heavy metals mostly refers to the aluminum found 
in conventional antiperspirants which have been linked to increased risk of breast cancer. Triclosan is 
used in anti-bacterial hand soaps, hand sanitizers, and other anti-bacterial products. This one is being 
banned in our great state of Minnesota, and for good reason! There are many health problems associated 
with this toxic ingredient, including staph-resistant bacteria and thyroid dysfunction. 

You can significantly decrease your family’s exposure to chemicals by using *pure* essential oils for 
cleaning. It’s not as difficult as it might seem. Making your own products are easy and cost effective, not 
to mention safe and even beneficial if you are using the right oils! If you are using essential oils to clean 
your home and for your body care, quality is crucial. Even if you never touch the essential oil, you are in-
haling it which causes it to directly penetrate your brain. Remember—that’s one of the main ways syn-
thetic fragrances negatively impact your health—just from inhaling them! If you are buying the wrong 
kind of essential oils, you could be getting the same toxic effects as some of the body care and cleaning 
products we are talking about! If you have a few of these things on hand, you have the tools to make a 
variety of different home and body care products! 

Please feel free to contact me for more information about how Young Living Essential Oils can benefit you 
and your family! I will be hosting free classes at the Morton City Hall every month on essential oils and 
how they have changed my life! I hope you can join me! Everyone who attends will receive a FREE GIFT! 
Give me a call at 507-829-8647 or send me an email at oildrops4health@outlook.com for more informa-
tion! 



Environmental Health Program 

Part of an ongoing series of programs provided by Renville County Public Health as we celebrate our 100th year.   

Renville County Public Health Services began local licensing of establishments in 1999 through a delegation 
agreement with the Minnesota Department of Health.  Kandiyohi and Renville County Environmental Health 
programs were integrated in 2014, and now are administered as one program.  There are two full-time Regis-
tered Sanitarians who work across county lines. 

The Kandiyohi-Renville Environmental Health program licenses and regulates restaurants, bars, hotels, re-
sorts, special events, public pools, campgrounds, youth camps, and mobile home parks. 

A total of 287 Food, Pool and Lodging establishments were licensed in 2015.  84 of them are in Renville 
County. Of the total establishments, 175 were licensed as Food, 55 as Lodging, 41 as Mobile Home Parks/
Recreational Camping and 16 were licensed for at least one pool.   

The Registered Sanitarians completed 328 inspections at those 287 establishments in 2015.  759 violations 
were found with 297 of those violations designated as critical.  Critical violations are the highest priority viola-
tions that are associated with a very short timeline for correction or possibly the closure of an establishment.  
Sanitary surveys are also conducted to search for potential contaminants with those establishments with their 
own wells 

There were 301 Special Events licensed in 2015.  Special Events are short term (1 to 3 day) events where 
food is prepared and/or served.  Examples of these might be concession stands, city celebration food stands, 
fundraising benefits, county fairs, or pancake breakfasts.   

The main goal of any food safety program is to reduce and prevent foodborne illness. Foodborne illness is 
caused by consuming food or beverages that are contaminated by disease-causing pathogens.  

Information is provided on many different environmental health topics. The highest number of calls and con-
cerns, outside of inspection activities, are related to mold, general home conditions, bed bugs and head lice.  
Inspections may be done if a public health nuisance is suspected. 

Kandiyohi and Renville Counties are both designated as having highest radon potential. Radon is a colorless, 
odorless gas that occurs naturally in the environment and is the leading cause of lung cancer among non-
smokers.  There is no safe level of radon for humans.  Radon seeps from the earth and enters homes in a va-
riety of ways, such as through cracks in floors and walls, construction joints, or gaps around service pipes.  
Radon kits are available to citizens at the Public Health offices in Olivia and Willmar.   

Bed bug infestation has been an emerging and significant problem in our communities.  The most effective 
way to control bed bugs is through a combination of chemical measures and heat treatments applied by a 
pest management professional.  Unfortunately, those services can be costly. Head lice also continues to be a 
significant issue in our communities.  We receive numerous calls from concerned parents.  While there are 
some additional community resources available, they come with a cost.  Significant time is spent on education 
related to treatment and prevention. 
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Raspberry-Rhubarb 
Slab Pie Recipe 

Ingredients: 
• 3-1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
• 1 teaspoon salt 
• 1 cup butter 
• 3/4 cup plus 1 to 2 tablespoons 2% milk 
• 1 egg yolk 
• 2 cups sugar 
• 1/3 cup cornstarch 
• 5 cups fresh or frozen unsweetened raspberries, 

thawed and drained 
• 3 cups sliced fresh or frozen rhubarb, thawed 

and drained 
• VANILLA ICING: 
• 1-1/4 cups confectioners' sugar 
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• 5 to 6 teaspoons 2% milk 

Directions 
• 1. In a large bowl, combine flour and salt; cut in but-

ter until crumbly. Whisk 3/4 cup milk and egg yolk; 
gradually add to flour mixture, tossing with a fork 
until dough forms a ball. Add additional milk, 1 ta-
blespoon at a time, if necessary. 

• 2. Divide dough in two portions so that one is 
slightly larger than the other; wrap each in plastic 
wrap. Refrigerate 1 hour or until easy to handle. 

• 3. Preheat oven to 375°. Roll out larger portion of 
dough between two large sheets of lightly floured 
waxed paper into an 18x13-in. rectangle. Transfer to 
an ungreased 15x10x1-in. baking pan. Press onto the 
bottom and up sides of pan; trim pastry to edges of 
pan. 

• 4. In a large bowl, combine sugar and cornstarch. 
Add raspberries and rhubarb; toss to coat. Spoon 
into pastry. 

• 5. Roll out remaining dough; place over filling. Fold 
bottom pastry over edge of top pastry; seal with a 
fork. Prick top with a fork. 

• 6. Bake 45-55 minutes or until golden brown. Cool 
completely on a wire rack. 

• 7. For icing, combine confectioners' sugar, vanilla 
and enough milk to achieve a drizzling consistency; 
drizzle over pie. 


