
 

MORTON AREA NEWSLETTER 
        December, 2015 

This institution is an equal opportunity  
provider, and employer 

Wreaths Across America  

Wreath Laying Ceremony 

Morton City Park  

By theVeterans’ Memorial  

(NW Corner of Park) 

Saturday, December 12 at 12:00 Noon 

Help honor our Veterans this holiday season. 

 Have a safe and happy holiday 
season and best wishes for a 
happy & healthy new year! 

~From the Morton City Council~ 
 
 



Want to start a business? Or expand a business? 

Morton welcomes you! 

For assistance with financing, business plans, 

available lots, building and zoning criteria 

Call Shirley at 507-697-6912 

We will work with you to build and develop your business in    
Morton! 

Attention Veterans! 

Lee Stock of  

Renville County Veterans’  Services 

Will be at Morton City Hall  

Tuesday, January 12 

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. to assist you with any 
of your veteran service needs. 

Ruby's Pantry Food Distribution 

The 3rd Tuesday of the month 

at the National Guard Armory in Red-
wood Falls 

Registration begins at 4:00 

Distribution runs from 4:30-6:00 

a $20 cash donation gets you a share 

bring 2 laundry baskets for your food 

contact rubysredwoodfalls@gmail.com 
for information especially those who 

want to volunteer. 



 Council Meetings 

Next  Regular City Council     
Meeting 

Wednesday, January 13   

starting at  6:30 p.m. 

Morton Chamber Meeting and 
Chamber Connection 

 for December are cancelled.   

Happy Holidays Everyone! 

Newsletter/Local Access 

 Information 

If you have items you wish to 
have in the newsletter or posted 

on the access channel, please 
drop them off at city hall and we 

will be happy to include them! 
St. John’s Catholic 

Mass at 8:00 a.m. Sundays 

Zion Lutheran 

9:00 a.m. Sundays 

Bible Study & Sunday school following   
services  

Church Service Schedule 

CHURCH SERVICES ARE AIRED ON   
MEDIACOM CUSTOMERS’            

CHANNEL 8 

CHECK THE CHANNEL FOR DAYS AND 
TIMES 

CENTRAL COMMUNITY TRANSIT 
The Central Community Transit serves all 

of Renville County  

Monday – Friday and all your Transporta-
tion needs. 

For more information call:  

Central Community Transit at: 
320-523-3589 or 1-800-450-7964 

The official newspaper for the City 
of Morton is the Renville County 
Register.  All notices and publica-

tions as required by law are printed 
in that paper and as an additional 

means of providing public informa-
tion, such notices will be printed in 
this newsletter when possible.  All 

other publications and postings are 
done as a courtesy and means of 
informing residents of activities. 

Women, Infant & Children  

Nutrition Program (WIC) 

WIC is in Morton on the 3rd 
Wednesday every 4 months  

from 9:30am-11am at City Hall.   

Next visit will be   

JANUARY  20, 2016 

Call 1-800-942-4030                                        
for Information & Details 

WIC provides nutrition tips and advice, 
support for breastfeeding, healthy foods 
such as milk, cheese, juice, cereals and 
infant formula, caring and supportive 

staff. 

You may qualify if you are pregnant,   
nursing or have a child under age 5.  

BONE BUILDERS 
Our group is continuing to meet 
on Wednesday & Friday at 9:30 
am at the Senior Center. Every-
one has a great time, sharing 

news, joking & laughing.  Be sure 
to listen to KLGR for cancellations 

and changes 

If you are doing home projects and improvements, please 
check with city hall to be sure you are complying with local  

requirements. 

CIVIL DEFENSE SIREN TESTING 

Civil Defense sirens are 
tested each month 

on the first Wednesday at  

1:00 p.m. 

 

North Star Plumbing & Heating would like to wish everyone 
to Have a Very Merry Christmas and A Very Happy & 

Healthy "2016".  We would like to thank everyone for their 
past business and if you have any Plumbing and Heating issues 
do not hesitate to give North Star Plumbing & Heating a call.   

North Star Plumbing & Heating 
507-697-6405  



YEAR –AROUND RECYCLE HANDHELD          
ELECTRONICS, 

 EXTENSION CORDS AND STRING LIGHTS 

DROP OFF AT  CITY HALL 

 

UPCOMING CURBSIDE RECYCLING  DATES: 

Dec. 22nd 

GARBAGE DAY  IS  
EACH TUESDAY MORNING 

PLEASE HAVE CONTAINERS AT THE CURB NO LATER 
THAN  

 7:00 A.M.  
AND ALLOW FOR ADEQUATE ROOM FOR THE ARM 
OF THE TRUCK TO ATTACH TO YOUR CONTAINER..  
ALL GARBAGE MUST IN THE CONTAINER AND THE  

CONTAINER MUST BE  ACCESSIBLE. 

FRANKLIN WELLNESS CENTER WANTS TO WISH EVERY 
ONE  SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 

HOPING EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU ARE TAKING TIME 
OUT FOR YOUR SELF TO REFLECT ON  ALL THE GOOD YOU 

HAVE DONE IN THE PAST YEAR,  AND  TO BE THANKFUL  FOR 
WHAT WE HAVE!!!!!!AND  NOT ON WHAT WE DO NOT 

HAVE.  

HOLIDAY BLESSING  

JEFF AND CONNIE LUND 

CARL ROBINSON MEMORIAL BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday, January 18 

2:30-8:00 p.m. 

Cedar Mountain Elementary Gym in Franklin 

Call Kelly Robinson @ 507-430-2446 

Or Amy Kopel @ 507-276-9222 

THE Perfect Holiday Gift = the Gift of 
Healthy Eating! 

For those who have everything they need  
 Let your friends and family know you want a 

Gift Certificate for Senior Dining. 

 A single meal or up to multiple meals of 
10! They don't expire and can be used 

for congregate or meals on wheels at any 
LSS location.   

 Purchase at your local dining site or order 
online, 24 hours a day,  

from our website: www.lssmn.org/nutrition. 



 

 

 



MORTON  “The Oldest Story in North America” 

221 West Second Street – P.O. Box 127 – Morton, MN  56270-0127   Phone:  (507) 697-6912    Fax:  (507) 697-6118 
E-Mail:  mortoncityhall@mchsi.com 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer                               TDD/TTY: 651-602-7830 

Amendments to November 10, 2015 meeting: Minutes approved  12-09-15 with the following changes/corrections: 
Assessment Notices:  Gary Cornwell present.  Gary inquired how the ordinance was enforced, what method of notification was used, and if 
the method was done in accordance with the ordinances. Letters were sent.  AMENDMENT 12-09-15:  Council asked that the deputy be con-
tacted to determine how the notices were sent,  if and when contact was made with the homeowners and any other information the deputy 
can provide regarding the process used for enforcement of the ordinance..Confirmation from the Deputy was that they were sent via regular 
mail, not certified.  There was personal contact made at one point or another with the deputy and the homeowners.  Motion by Jacobson to 
determine if the ordinance was followed regarding the delivery method and process and if not, the assessments for nuisance violations will be 
removed from the list to be certified.  Second by Walker.  Motion carried. 
(Citizen Issues:) Review of the issues presented Amended 12-09-15 to correct the typo 101-27-15 10-27-15 and the responses given.   

The following are the NOTES from the most recent council meeting (November 10).   

These NOTES have not been approved by the council as of this publication.  Any changes will be noted in 
the next newsletter. 

  

December 9, 2015: 
 Regular meeting called to order in open session at 6:30 p.m. Jacobson absent.  Others present:  Gary Cornwell.   
 ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  8F.  Tax Forfeiture Property   13A(c) LGA Resolution. 
 CITIZEN ISSUES:   
 A.  Truth in Taxation Hearing.  As designated, posted and published, the Truth in Taxation Hearing was scheduled for this date at 6:30 
p.m.  Notices were given on the Proposed Tax Statements that were distributed by the County.  The purpose of this hearing is to give tax payers 
the opportunity to address the council with comments, questions or concerns regarding the proposed budget for 2016 and the general opera-
tions of the city.  This hearing is a requirement for cities with population of 500 or more people but it is recommended that smaller cities hold the 
hearing as well.  Any residents having issues with the value of their property or the method used to determine the taxes they pay will have the 
opportunity to address these issues at the Board of Appeals and Equalization held in April with the County Assessor.  The meeting is now open 
to receive input and will remain open until later in the meeting. 
 SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Gary Cornwell present to ask for correction to the proceedings from the November 10 meeting regarding dis-
cussion that took place regarding nuisance violations and the citations that were issued.  Gary attended that meeting to discuss the citations that 
were issued and inquired if the citations were issued properly.  There was no confirmation received while Gary was present at the meeting re-
garding the method used to issue the citations, nor was there input from the deputy regarding contact that was made with the residents.  The 
council had asked that checking be done to determine how the notices were served and to collect any information the deputies may have on 
the process used to enforce the ordinance.   
 Typo error correction on citizen issues to correct the date to read 10-27-15.  Motion by Walker and second by Hogy to approve the min-
utes of the November 10 meeting with the following amendments/corrections:  
 (1)  AMENDMENT 12-09-15:  Council asked that the deputy be contacted to determine how the notices were sent, if and when contact was 
made with the homeowners and any other information the deputy can provide regarding the process used for enforcement of the ordinance. 
Confirmation from the Deputy was that they were sent via regular mail, not certified.  There was personal contact made at one point or another 
with the deputy and the homeowners.  
(2) correct the typo: 101-27-15 10-27-15.  Motion carried. 
 COUNTY COMMISSIONER REPORT:  Bob Fox not present.  No report. 
 TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tax and TIF Revenue was received and distributed as per the TIF agreement.  Fire State Aid was received and 
remitted to the Relief Association as required.  The expenses incurred with the canoe project will be reimbursed 100% with grant funds via a pay 
request after council approves bills for this month.  There being no further input regarding the financial statement, a motion was made by Hogy 
and second by Walker to approve as presented.  Motion carried. 
 BUSINESS & RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 CANOE ACCESS UPDATE:  The cement pad is in and two trails are in.  The construction of the shelter will be finished as weather allows.  
The project will be completed in early 2016. 
 MEDIACOM FRANCHISE AGREEMENT:  Review of input received from the city attorney.  It was his recommendation that the term of 
the agreement be reduced.  Gary Cornwell added his input that with technology changing as it is, it may be in the city’s better interest to not be 
locked in for a long period of time.  Motion by Hogy and second by Walker to approve the franchise agreement with Mediacom for a five year 
period.  Motion carried. 
 CHAMBER UPDATES:  The events that are scheduled for 2016 are:  Spring Garden Party (Third Saturday in April), Independence Day 
(July 4) and Beneath the Wreath (Weekend before Thanksgiving).  With advertising for the upcoming year now underway, we will be continu-
ing with these events as in the past and will need to continue to work on making them independent Chamber events. 
 WATERSHED UPDATES:  John Seehausen requested that a meeting be set up with Renville County to discuss and determine who is 
responsible for water that dumps into the ditch running through town and what obligation that agency would have for communicating 
changes to the city. That meeting was set up for November 30.  Due to a conflict, John could not attend that meeting so he was asked to pro-
vide a letter outlining what information he was looking for. The letter was received and forward to the Renville County Departments that were 
invited to the meeting.  Since John was unable to attend the meeting and a letter outlining the information he was looking for was provided, it 
was decided to forward the letter to Renville County Soil and Water and the County Commissioner, cancel the meeting and receive their input 
via email and set up a meeting at a later date if needed.  A response was received from Ryan Clark (Soil & Water) and Bob Fox (County Commis-
sioner).  The agencies that have been contacted regarding this project include:   

  



Council Notes—Page 2: 
1.  Renville County Soil & Water 
 2.  Renville County Ditch Drainage 
 3. MN DNR 
 4. MNDOT 
 5. US Corp of Engineers 
 6. League of MN Cities 
 7. Renville County Commissioner Bob Fox 
 8. State Representative Torkelson 
 9. Senator Dahms 
 10. Bollig Engineering (hired by the city) 
 11. City Attorney 
Council agreed to have further discussion once all responses to the letter prepared by John Seehausen are received.   
 TAX FORFEITURE PROPERTY:  Discussion on the Larry Prescott property and plans for demolition.  Council agreed that prices for 
demolition should be obtained, with review at the next meeting and plans for the work to be completed by Spring. 
 COMMUNITY PRIDE: 
 Commissioner Report:  Beneath the Wreath went well.  Youth activities are still at a standstill. 
 MUNICIPAL SERVICES-MAINTENANCE: 
 WATER:  The People Service report was included in the council packet for their review.   
 SEWER:  No items 
 STREETS:   
 Insurance Loss Control Recommendations Response:  The city’s response to the recommendations to reduce liability is due to be 
submitted.  Review of the responses with the council. 
 There are several recommendations that will be resolved with housekeeping and organization in the facilities. Other items – work in 
progress include: finding storage cabinets to store flammables, remove the wooden ladder at the shop, schedule repairs with the electrician, 
inspect the hoist, repair damaged bleacher, determine product to be added to the play area at the park, review/repair entrapment hazards, 
get estimates on replacing animal figures at the park.  All items will be completed prior to spring.   
 New Recycling Containers:  The new recycling containers have been delivered to residents.  These will be used beginning January 1.  
Residents are encouraged to use the curbside pick up rather than the mobile site.  The schedule for 2016 remains the same; every other Tues-
day.  The containers with the YELLOW cover are for recyclables only and the solid green containers continue to be used for garbage.   
 Park Bathroom Roof Replacement:  Cost of materials is estimated at $1685.00.  Work will be completed by Jason.  Motion by Balsley 
and second by Hogy to approve replacement of the park bathroom roof with material costs as presented.  Motion carried. 
 PUBLIC SAFETY:   
 The Commissioner for these departments is Tom Jacobson.  Due to some health issues, Tom is unable to be at this meeting.  The 
backup Commissioner (Mammen) will step in until Tom is available again and able to resume his activities.  Sandy agreed to assist as needed.  
Council sends well wishes to Tom for a speedy recovery. 
 POLICE:   
 Activity Report:  The activity report was presented for council review.  No issues of concern were presented. 
 FIRE: 
 Pancake Breakfast:  The Fire Department is sponsoring a benefit with proceeds to go to Tim Nesburg who suffered a stroke recently.  
Details on the benefit are included in the council packet and will be included in the newsletter.  Council is encouraged to attend.  Council 
sends well wishes to Tim for a speedy recovery. 
 Firemens’ Earnings:  A breakdown of calls and meetings is not available at this time, but payment is done on the last day of year and 
a breakdown is provided to council at that time.  Motion by Walker to authorize payment of firemens’ earnings with the final payroll of 2015.  
Second by Hogy.  Motion carried. 
 MANAGEMENT: 
 Budget  2016:  Council received a spreadsheet of comparisons (provided for by the League of MN Cities)  of our tax capacity, levy 
and rates as compared to other cities of similar size.  The council also received a complete budget packet with the proposed levy that was 
submitted to the county in September, a proposed final budget with the levy at nearly the same rate as it was in 2015, with a 2% increase as 
recommended at the last meeting and a proposal that reduces the levy.  Discussion on each option: 
 The draft budget submitted in September includes an approximate 10% increase in the levy which is felt to create excessive burden 
on the taxpayers.  

The levy has been at the current rate since 2012.  Keeping the levy at the same rate will eventually catch up to the council because 
fund balances will be reduced or eliminated and will then result in a larger increase all at one time.  

The 2% increase in the levy allows for moving forward with some of the projects that the council outlined earlier in the year.  It ac-
commodates for some of the increased cost of operations. 

Council agreed that even though there has been some input by the public to cut back, reducing the levy is not a feasible or advis-
able action to consider.  

Motion by Hogy to approve the 2016 budget in the amount of $1,065.890 with the levy being set at $186,432 which includes a 2% 
salary increase for city employees.  Second by Balsley.  Motion carried. 

LGA Resolution:  Motion by Walker and second by Balsley to pass resolution #04-2015 in support of increasing local government aid 
in the 2016 Legislative Session.  Motion carried. 

Public Hearing:  There being no further input regarding the 2016 Budget and the general operations of the city, the public hearing 
was closed at 7:30 p.m. 

EDA Meeting:  An EDA meeting will be held on Thursday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss options and plans for the B.Original 
building recently acquired by the EDA.  Council update to follow at the January meeting. 

Ordinance Update:  The packet of ordinances that the council adopted several years ago include all the ordinances recommended 
by the League of Cities.  These ordinances are to be adopted and used as council determines necessary and appropriate.  They are the tools 
the council can use to create a pleasant and safe environment for the residents.  Council will need to work on updating these ordinances 
during 2016. 

Pay Bills:  Motion by Walker and second by Balsley to pay bills as presented and to include compensation to the council for meetings 
attended during 2015.  Motion carried. 

Adjourn:  There being no further business, motion made, second and carried to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. 



Renville County 

Historical Museum 



LeRoy Lothert’s  
Profiles from the Past Book is 

still available  
$6.00 plus tax (& shipping $3.00) 



The snow has fallen….and disappeared. The lights have been strung. The trees have been decorated. 
Christmas time is upon us! For so many, Christmas is a time for joy; filled with family and friends and 
making memories to last a lifetime. For others, the holidays can be a time of sorrow. We live in a soci-
ety of emotional turmoil. More and more the evidence is accumulating that our emotional health 
can have a profound effect on our physical health. Many doctors are recognizing the possibility that 
a number of diseases are caused by emotional problems that link back to infancy and childhood- and 
perhaps even to the womb. These emotional problems can compromise body systems and even ge-
netic structuring. The idea that memories and traumas can be embedded in the brain is not new, but 
scientists are now saying that these brain imprints may extend throughout the body and affect body 
parts and systems. 

Scientists have discovered that the limbic system of the brain plays a vital role in interpreting and 
channeling intense experiences, particularly memories of fear or trauma. Olfaction or smell is the 
sense that is physically the closest to the limbic system structures of the amygdala, which is involved 
in experiencing emotion and also in emotional memory, and the hippocampus, which encompasses 
memory. This gives you an idea of how closely linked the sense of smell is to emotion and memory. 

Researchers have agreed that the amygdala plays a major role in storing and releasing emotional 
trauma and that aromas can help to release hidden and suppressed feelings and memories of emo-
tional bondage. Fear and trauma can produce conditioned emotional responses that, unless re-
leased, will not only hamper our ability to live and enjoy life fully but can also limit the ability of some 
body systems to function properly, particularly the immune system. This can result in unexplained 
pain and illness as well as depression and other psychological “issues.” Many of the biochemicals in 
essential oils can increase blood oxygen levels in the brain. The stimulation of both aroma and oxy-
genation seems to facilitate the release of stored emotional blocks. 

Another way in which essential oils can assist in helping people to move beyond emotional blocks is 
through their relaxing effect. The chemical compounds in essential oils such as Lavender, Ruta or 
Frankincense are very calming and sedating and allow us to relax. We can also use essential oils to 
release these stored emotions and traumas. The process of emotional release using essential oils 
should not be dramatic, but gentle, occurring step-by-step over a period of time. Many essential oil 
blends such as, Harmony, Release, Forgiveness or Hope, have been created precisely for the purpose 
of helping to release emotional patterns. Our emotional health is a precious gift to our physical 
health and well-being. 

If you would like more information about this or any other essential oil related information, please 
feel free to contact me at 507-829-8647 or email at oildrops4health@outlook.com. I also hold free 
classes throughout the month at the Morton City Hall at 7pm. Please join me on January 7th for a 
class on Oils and Meditation, January 11th for a Thieves product line class, or January 21st for an In-
troduction to Essential Oils. 

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a safe Holiday season! 



RENVILLE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

Annie Tepfer, RAPAD Coalition Coordinator 

Renville Alliance for the Prevention of Alcohol and Drugs 

105  South 5th St. Suite 119H 

Olivia, MN 56277 

anniet@renvillecountymn.com 

Winter is officially here and we have to deal with the snow for awhile. Due to the holidays, there will be extra traf-
fic on the road. Before traveling, check the road conditions on the Minnesota Department of Transportation web-
site at http://511.mn.org<http://511.mn.org/>. 
The Minnesota Department of Transportation installed cameras along certain highways in Minnesota. These cam-
eras show the current road / weather conditions. At this time, Renville County only has one camera. It is located on 
Highway 71 by Morton. If you have to travel outside of Renville County for the holidays, check out the cameras on 
the website prior to leaving to make sure the roads / weather is safe for traveling. 
With Minnesota weather being unpredictable, make sure to have a winter emergency kit in your vehicle. Items in 
the kit should include blankets, water, snack food, extra hats and gloves, first aid kit, and a flashlight with extra 
batteries. 
If the weather is bad and there are no travel advisories, please stay home where you are safe. As deputies, we are 
driving in the bad weather to locate vehicles that are stuck and to get the occupants to safety. Also, if there is an 
accident, the fire department, ambulance, and first responders are going to have to travel in the bad weather.  
Please use caution! 

On behalf of the men and women of the Renville County Sheriff's Office, we would like to wish everyone a 
happy and safe Holiday Season! 







JUST CHATTN’ 

  Congratulations to Dorothea Paul, Citizens of the Year 2015. 

  Kittens! Now Skunks!  Three of them at my backdoor!  Auuuuuuuudrey! 

  It is so much fun to go to the dump and watch the progress of the canoe landing.  All the buckthorn is gone in 
the woods and you can walk on a road down to that favorite fishing spot under the trussel.  A cement slab has 
been laid for the future shelter house.  Stay tuned! 

  We’ve been watching the demolition of Tom Jones’ home/lot which was purchased by the RC Historical Society .  
We now have a full view and appreciation of St. John’s Episcopal Church.  The church was built in1891 in Beaver 
Falls, moved to Olivia in1909 and to Morton in 1997.   How do you move a church?? 

  I hiked Beaver Falls Park on that beautiful November Sunday.  I didn’t take a plastic bag because who would litter 
Beaver Falls Park?  I picked up: 1 Keystone Light, 3 Bud Lite , 2 Golden Light, 1 Coors Light, 2 Mountain Dew 2 Marl-
boro Rum Chata, a pkg of Swisha Sweets cigarillos, and a McDonald cup.   Now bear In mind I am carrying this crap 
up that agonizing hill going out of the park (you know which one I mean) and there in the ditch lay a plastic bag!  
Now what are the odds! 

  Morton Reminder 1969……The consolidation of the Morton School District with the Bishop Whipple School (Lower 
Sioux Agency)…Winners of the Sub-District Declam  speech contest: Cathy Allison, Alice Colwell, Patti Caven, Alice 
Angermeyr, Julie Colwell,………Editor of the Morton Reminder was given a dollar a week raise eliminating a paid va-
cation and the Christmas bonus….at the end of January we had a total of 40 inches of snow.  Gene Caven is sup-
posed to have a snow bank in his yard that is so big he can change his yard light without a ladder……Jean Robin-
son was chosen Snowball queen at the Snow Ball at the school.  Other candidates were Pat Caven, Judy Koerner, 
Patti Bryan, Kay Mahlum, Cathy Colwell and Debbie Ahrens…….Bacon was 49 cents a pound at J.T. Ryan Mar-
ket…….Ed Adams leased his barber shop to Richard(Itchy) Goodthiunder after 50 years of barbering…….St. John’s 
Catholic Church suffered $100,000 damage by fire in the sacristy and altar area……Dam construction possibilities: A 
dam at New Ulm would make it necessary to move the town of Morton and North Redwood.  Water would cover 
the valley from New Ulm as far as Granite Falls……the old Cozy Café building between the Morton Liquor Store and 
Adams Barber Shop was torn down last week.  Mr and Mrs. Emil Mude of Morton announce the engagement of 
their daughter , Lois, to Richard Rebstock  son of Mr. son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rebstock of Franklin. 

  From the Senior Center…Winners of the door prizes at our fundraiser: Carol Kojetin(Jackpot Hotel Room); Marvel 
Pryor ($25BP), Ellie Poss($25BP), Linda Baek($25BP), Mike Simmons($25BP); Alice Goelz(Afgan); Sharon Mages 
(frog   tape dispenser); John Simmons(picture); Ben Mammen (birdhouse); Pat Pendleton(snowglobe).  Door prize 
Mary Lou Butzer(Christmas centerpiece and frog tape dispenser).  Door prizes at Beneath The Village Wreath: 
Joyce Witte (ham)(Clarence Mages (ham)); Dick Roper(pillows); Dick Freitag (birdhouse and frog tape dispenser); 
Joanie Brown (23lb Hubbard squash).  (Mary Lou said I could make 5 or 6 pies out of that squash. I never made a 
pie in my life why would I start now. I would have been happy with a frog tape dispenser!)  We celebrated Novem-
ber birthdays (Ron Keller, Joyce Witte, Emil Huwe and December Marilyn Vogl and John Seehausen…..Beulah is 
gone to Texas along with her cookies and  brownies. and  don’t forget to sit back on your chair,Beulah!(Bone 
Builders)    Gordy – we devoured your pickles! Thank You.  Thanks, Mary Lou,for all you do. 

  Our happy thoughts are with Dick Sindelir and Tim Nesburg on reports that they are better!  Tim would like to 
thank Bob Schlicht and Bob Abrahamson for taking care of the snow in his yard. 

  At my age “getting lucky” means walking into a room and remembering what I came there for….I’m going to retire 
and live off my savings. Not sure what I’ll do that second week….Last year I joined a support group for procrastina-
tors.  We haven’t met yet…..When I was a child I thought nap time was a punishment…now, it just feels like a vaca-
tion!.... We all get heavier as we got older because there’s a lot more information in our heads.  That’s my story and 
I’m sticking to it! 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 





2016 Lunch & Learn Series Schedule 
May 5, 2016 – Prohibition Tour of Granite Falls 
Presenter: Mary Gillespie      
Location: Andrew J Volstead House, Granite Falls 
Take a tour of downtown Granite Falls while learning about prohibition during the 1930s (making alco-
hol illegal to consume and sell) and the man behind the law.   

July 9, 2016 – What? Cactus in Minnesota? 
Presenter: Fred Harris      
Location: Gneiss Outcrop SNA, Lunch at Grand View Winery, Belview, MN 
Trekking around this tough, natural terrain and learning about the unique Minnesota Cacti will be fol-
lowed by lunch at the Grandview Winery in Belview, MN. 

September 2016 – Suŋķtaŋka Play (Dakota Language Presentation) 
Presenter: Dakota Wicohan     
Location: Morton City Park, Morton, MN 
This program begins with a play presented in only the Dakota language and a guided discussion will 
follow regarding the significance and meaning of the presentation.  The Dakota Wicohan will also dis-
cuss their efforts to share the language with the new generation. 

Go to www.mvhlc.org to purchase your 2016 Lunch and Learn Membership 

2016 Lunch & Learn Annual Memberships 

Bronze Membership: $60    Individual Ticket per event: $25 
Includes 1 pass per event 
Silver Membership: $110    Student Ticket per event: $5 
Includes 2 passes per event   Students under 12 FREE w/ paid adult 

Gold Membership: $250  
Includes 2 passes per event and recognition for MVHLC Explorer Program spon-

sorship 
 

Gift Certificates (available in any dollar amount) 

Gift Sets 

Money Card holders 

Thank you for supporting this local business in 2015  
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PO BOXHOLDER 

GERMAN CHOCOLATE MACAROONS 

By:  Maggie Ahrens (1st place cookie baking contest BVW 2015) 

Ingredients: 

• 5⅓ cups shredded sweetened coconut 

• ¾ cup sugar 

• 6 Tablespoons flour 

• ½ teaspoon salt 

• 5 egg whites 

• 1 cup finely chopped toasted pecans 
Chocolate Topping 

• Melt 4 ounces sweet chocolate 

• 1 Tablespoon shortening 
Caramel Topping: 

• 6 ounces sweetened condensed milk (caramel fla-
vored) 

 

 

Instructions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
2. Line cookie sheet with parchment paper or 
grease and lightly flour the cookie sheet. 
3. In a large mixing bowl combine coconut, sugar, 
flour and salt. Toss and mix well. Add egg whites 
and nuts and mix well. 
4. Using a round tablespoon drop macaroons 
onto prepared cookie sheet. 
5. Bake at 350 degrees F for 20 to 23 minutes or 
until golden brown on top. Place on cooling rack. 
6. Melt chocolate with shortening in microwave in 
30 second increments, stirring in between each in-
crement until chocolate is melted. Drizzle chocolate 
over macaroons. 
7. Then Drizzle  sweetened condensed milk over 
the chocolate. 


